CLAIMS : 



1. A projection display apparatus, comprising: 

a communication control section configured to control communication with an 
external device by at least one of a first communication port and a second communication 
port; 

a storage section; and 

a control section configured to, in response to an initialization signal input through 
the first communication port, store ID information corresponding to the initialization signal 
into the storage section, update the initialization signal according to a predetermined rule, 
and transmit the updated initialization signal through the second communication port, the 
control section further configured to, in response to a command input through the first 
communication port, determine whether or not the command is directed to itself as a 
projection display apparatus of interest, based on address information included in the 
command and the ID information stored in the storage section, and the control section is 
further configured to carry out a processing specified by the command if the command is 
directed to itself as the projection display apparatus of interest. 

2. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein the control 
section is further configured to transmit return information, which represents a result of the 
processing specified by the given command, through the first communication port after the 
processing has been completed, and if the control section receives return information input 
through the second communication port, the control section transmits through the first 
communication port the return information given through the second communication port. 

3. A projection display apparatus in accordance with of claim 1, further comprising a 
command input section, and wherein the control section carries out processing specified by 
the command input through the command input section only when an initialization signal 
having prescribed contents is input through the first communication port, the control section 
neglecting the command given through the command input section when the input 
initialization signal has no prescribed contents. 
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4. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 3, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port and a predetermined command is input through the command input section, the control 
section carries out a control to display an onscreen display menu to allow input of commands 
addressed to an arbitrary one of a plurality of projection display apparatuses including the 
projection display apparatus of interest. 

5. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 3, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port, the control section transmits through the second communication port a piece of 
information that specifies at least one of a type of image signal supplied externally and a 
method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal, when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is not input through the first 
communication port, the control section receives through the first communication port the 
piece of information that specifies at least one of the type of image signal supplied externally 
and the method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal and controls 
a signal processing applied for the supplied image signal according to the received piece of 
information. 

6. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 1, further comprising a 
plurality of image signal input ports configured to receive image signals, wherein the control 
section selects an image signal input from one of the plurality of image signal input ports and 
controls projection and display of an image expressed by the selected image signal in 
response to a command given through the first communication port. 

7. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein the control 
section is further configured to delay an execution timing of the processing specified by the 
command given through the first communication port according to the ID information stored 
in the storage section. 

8. A projection display apparatus in accordance with of claim 2, further comprising a 
command input section, and wherein the control section carries out processing specified by 



-17- 



the command input through the command input section only when an initialization signal 
having prescribed contents is input through the first communication port, the control section 
neglecting the command given through the command input section when the input 
initialization signal has no prescribed contents. 

9. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 8, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port and a predetermined command is input through the command input section, the control 
section carries out a control to display an onscreen display menu to allow input of commands 
addressed to an arbitrary one of a plurality of projection display apparatuses including the 
projection display apparatus of interest. 

10. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 8, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port, the control section transmits through the second communication port a piece of 
information that specifies at least one of a type of image signal supplied externally and a 
method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal, when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is not input through the first 
communication port, the control section receives through the first communication port the 
piece of information that specifies at least one of the type of image signal supplied externally 
and the method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal and controls 
a signal processing applied for the supplied image signal according to the received piece of 
information. 

1 1. A projection display apparatus, comprising: 

communication control section means for controlling communication with an external 
device by at least one of a first communication port means and a second communication port 
means; 

storage means; and 

control means for, in response to an initialization signal input through the first 
communication port means, storing ID information corresponding to the initialization signal 
into the storage means, updating the initialization signal according to a predetermined rule, 
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and transmitting the updated initialization signal through the second communication port 
means, the control means further for, in response to a command input through the first 
communication port means, determining whether or not the command is directed to itself as a 
projection display apparatus of interest, based on address information included in the 
5 command and the ID information stored in the storage means, and for further carrying out a 
processing specified by the command if the command is directed to itself as the projection 
display apparatus of interest. 

12. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 11, wherein the control 
mean further transmits return information, which represents a result of the processing 
10 specified by the given command, through the first communication port means after the 

processing has been completed, and if the control means receives return information input 
D through the second communication port means, the control means transmits through the first 

SJ communication port means the return information given through the second communication 

™ port means. 

Hi 5 1 3 . A projection display apparatus in accordance with of claim 1 1 , further 

l- a comprising command input means for inputting a command, and wherein the control means 

H carries out processing specified by the command input through the command input means 

J£e only when an initialization signal having prescribed contents is input through the first 

^ communication port means, the control means neglecting the command given through the 

20 command input means when the input initialization signal has no prescribed contents. 

14. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port means and a predetermined command is input through the command input means, the 
control means controls to display an onscreen display menu to allow input of commands 

25 addressed to an arbitrary one of a plurality of projection display apparatuses including the 
projection display apparatus of interest. 

15. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
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port means, the control means transmits through the second communication port means a 
piece of information that specifies at least one of a type of image signal supplied externally 
and a method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal, when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is not input through the first 
communication port means, the control means receives through the first communication port 
means the piece of information that specifies at least one of the type of image signal supplied 
externally and the method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal 
and controls a signal processing applied for the supplied image signal according to the 
received piece of information. 

16. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 1 1, further comprising a 
plurality of image signal input means for receiving image signals, wherein the control means 
selects an image signal input from one of the plurality of image signal input means and 
controls projection and display of an image expressed by the selected image signal in 
response to a command given through the first communication port means. 

17. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 11, wherein the control 
means further delays an execution timing of the processing specified by the command given 
through the first communication port means according to the ID information stored in the 
storage means. 

18. A projection display apparatus in accordance with of claim 12, further 
comprising command input means for inputting a command, and wherein the control means 
carries out processing specified by the command input through the command input means 
only when an initialization signal having prescribed contents is input through the first 
communication port means, the control means neglecting the command given through the 
command input means when the input initialization signal has no prescribed contents. 

19. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 18, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port means and a predetermined command is input through the command input means, the 
control means controls to display an onscreen display menu to allow input of commands 
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addressed to an arbitrary one of a plurality of projection display apparatuses including the 
projection display apparatus of interest. 

20. A projection display apparatus in accordance with claim 18, wherein when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is input through the first communication 
port means, the control means transmits through the second communication port means a 
piece of information that specifies at least one of a type of image signal supplied externally 
and a method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal, when the 
initialization signal having the prescribed contents is not input through the first 
communication port means, the control means receives through the first communication port 
means the piece of information that specifies at least one of the type of image signal supplied 
externally and the method of signal processing to be applied for the supplied image signal 
and controls a signal processing applied for the supplied image signal according to the 
received piece of information. 



-21- 



